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Italian Government. Cavalry was called out. Street fighting, sabotage, arson followed. On the 2gth September the war was declared ; about two weeks later, on October I4th, Mussolini was arrested with Pietro Nenni, the young secretary of the Forli republican Chamber of Labour, and another republican Aurelio Lolli. Mussolini had been arrested while drinking coffee at the Garibaldi Cafe of Forli. When they searched him they found in his pockets " much glorious poverty and nothing more ! " They were brought to trial towards the end of November, 1911. Mussolini defended himself eloquently, he was sentenced to one year of imprisonment, but he spent only five months in prison. His appeal was heard on February igth, 1912, when his sentence was reduced by seven months. On February 20th, Mussolini gave an interview to the Avanti! referring to the comrades who " feel solidarity with him in this hour of judicial reaction which strikes those culpable of opposition to the war undertaking."
No doubt his behaviour during the trial had added greatly to his popularity.  In court